
START Assess the anticipated
interaction with the patients

and/or their environment

Will I be exposing myself to  
a splash of blood, excretions  

or secretions?
NO

Will I have
contact with
the patient’s

environment?

YES

Will my hands be exposed to
blood, excretions, secretions 

orcontaminated items?

NO

Will my face be exposed to 
a splash, spray, cough or 

sneeze?

NO

Will my clothing or skin  
be exposed to

splashes/sprays or items 
contaminated with blood, 
excretions or secretions?

NO

Does the patient have  
a known infection or  

symptoms of an infection?

NO

NO
No further

action required

Follow specific
additional  

precautions as 
required.

Perform hand hygiene.
Wear gloves.

Routine Practices Risk Assessment + Algorithm for all Patient Interactions


